
 

 

 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 

Greetings fellow Rotarians and Happy New Year.   2009 was a tough 

year for many of us and I hope that 2010 is peaceful and successful for 

you all.  RFMA and the core leadership have had many things to deal 

with too, but we are committed to taking action this year to get things 

back on track.  We have applied for a booth at the Montreal Convention 

and are looking for volunteers, if you can help, please contact me directly 

or through the website at www.rfma.org 

 

Last year we launched a yahoo email chat group but the response has 

been  slow, we will be resending invitations to each of you, please take 

the time to register for this great tool that will allow us to send messages 

to the group, post files and pictures, hold discussions and find out what 

other groups are up to plus much more.  We are convinced that greater 

communication between our active groups around the world is vital to 

our future success.   

 

We are always looking for stories about what our members are up to, if 

possible with pictures or video,  if you have them so please let us know if 

you want to submit something for a wider audience.  

 

Lastly, we are looking for more people to get involved with our 

communications, talking to members and District Chapters, promoting 

projects and bring our members together on the internet and however we 

can.  If you have any ideas or would like to help, please contact me. 

 

Regards. 

 

Sandy Boucher 

President, RFMA 

sboucher@rogers.com 
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I WAS IN ... THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE  

By Wendy Hayward 

Canadian Landmine Foundation Board Member 

Mother of Cpl James Hayward Arnal: KIA ï July 18, 2008 

 

First please let me say that on September 

26th Carpe Diem 88 Inc, In memory of 

James Hayward Arnal, 

(www.carpediem88.ca) and the Canadian 

Landmine Foundation (www.clmf.org) 

held a fund raising dinner to purchase and 

train a mine detection dog to be named 

Jimmy, in memory of my son and all his 

fallen comrades.  We raised more than 

enough funds to do just that and I would 

like to extend my sincerest gratitude to 

everyone that embraced this cause and 

continues to support the global crisis in 

ways that I can only describe as 

auspicious.  Having experienced such an 

incredibly successful fundraiser I cannot 

find the words to express how I feel.  For 

all of us I know it means we will have 

played a part in saving lives and assisting 

less fortunate people to live a decent life.  

Thank you to everyone! 

 
MDD óJimmyô is two and a half year old Belgian 

Shepherd born on August 17, 2007. Canadian 

International Demining Corps (CIDC) began his 

training on 15th December 2009. CIDC has  

never had a mine detection dog killed  

or injured in the field  

 

Three days after the dinner I was fortunate to travel to Kandahar Air Force Base with our 

(Canadian) military and experience something awesome, and I mean that in every sense of the 

word.  This phrase covers the whole spectrum of impressions, and that is why I feel compelled to 

share my experiences and the validation it gives to our cause and the global crises of not only 50 

million landmines in over 70 countries, but also the need for the help necessary in a country that 

has been riddled with wars for over 30 years.  The more I research this crisis, the more daunting 

the task seems to become.  There are reported to be over 650,000 landmines in Afghanistan ... 

the middle of nowhere.  

 

To me Afghanistan, and more specifically Kandahar Air Force Base, is an area that prior to being 

there was more surreal than it is to me today.  Upon my arrival, ñthe middle of nowhereò became 

real in many ways ï physically, mentally and emotionally.  This was no longer a place described 

http://www.carpediem88.ca/
http://www.clmf.org/
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to me by my son, but rather a reality that he lived and that I needed to experience for myself.  

ñThe middle of nowhereò wasnôt just the geographical location of Afghanistan to me, but rather 

the place my son died; and I knew I needed to experience it as part of my journey to not heal ï 

because I donôt think I ever will ï but cope with this loss. This trip made the middle of nowhere 

real.  

 

I was taken as far and as close as I could go safely to where my son died.  This story does not 

depict the level of risk, physical endurance, and courage it takes to go outside the wire.  I was left 

feeling that heaven and hell is just outside that wire. My son is out there ... in the middle of 

nowhere.  

 

My trek to Afghanistan provided me with even more validation and motivation to continue our 

work to help demine countries of this weapon of terror, destruction and devastation.  I met a 

young boy about 7 years old in the Kandahar Hospital that had stepped on a landmine last May 

and lost his right leg.  I have to tell you that I was horrified and cried as I immediately felt that 

we were too late.  And what struck me so oddly was the sense that this is an event that is maybe 

not every day, but a fact of life in Afghanistan.  I immediately thought that something this 

horrific would not be tolerated back home.  Why is it here?   

 

Over the course of the next couple of days the answer resonated with me.  I remembered my son 

being quoted in an article on Remembrance Day November 2006, ñWeôre here so that these 

people can have the same opportunities we have back home ... and not have dictatorships such as 

the Taliban telling them what to do.  I hope theyôll be remembered as brave people who stood up 

for things that other people canôt or are too afraid to defend.ò   Thereôs the answer ... Afghans are 

not equipped to defend themselves and they live in fear.  After over 30 years of war it has 

become a way of life. 

 

Later that same day the military showed us actual landmines that they have found over the years 

and explained how the designs and the construction of them change over the course of time as 

the military become wise to the Talibanôs strategies of the construction and planting of IEDs.  I 

had always wondered why they just donôt explode them from a safe distance rather than risk the 

lives of soldiers and dogs and I had the opportunity to ask and get yet another answer, it is 

critical that the knowledge of what and how they use these weapons is shared so that soldiers, 

local farmers and children can be on the lookout for them. 

 

The defusing of them provides the intelligence to combat the random detonations that do not 

recognize whether it is a soldierôs foot or that of a childôs.  The soldiers giving us the briefing on 

IEDs shared many successful stories.  One young girl recognized a wire sticking out of a pile of 

garbage.  She reported it and ultimately lives were saved!   
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More and more landmines are becoming undetectable as the Taliban now use as much plastic as 

possible, still even the copper wire used as the contact to detonate is detectable by detectors 

sometimes and remote controlled surveillance machines.  I was also amazed that the military 

have ñcontraptionsò that counteract radio transmitted controlled devices and are used to protect 

human lives.  These ñcontraptionsò appear to be something out of a Star Wars movie and emit a 

signal that disrupts other signals.  And of course the use of a robot equipped with cameras is 

utilized as much as possible when approaching suspicious objects thought to be a landmine. 

 

My first day in Kandahar ended 

off by accidentally running into 

Werner, a reservist and mine 

detection dog handler from South 

Africa.  His dog Ricky and he 

were sniffing out landmines along 

a fence line around the outer 

edges of the base.  What an 

incredible dog!  We all thanked 

him and Ricky, and were only too 

happy and proud to have our 

picture taken with them!  Werner 

and his best friend were dusty 

with the fine desert sand but full 

of heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

UPDATE : The Canadian Landmine Foundation (CLMF) has rebranded 

their major fundraiser ï Night of A Thousand Dinners ï as Meals For A 

Mine-free World.  CLMF Fundraising Chair, Past RI President Wilf 

Wilkinson, encourages events in celebration of the March 1
st
 anniversary 

when the Ottawa Treaty banning landmines became international law. 
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2009 ROTARY HUMANITARIAN TRIP TO THE BALKANS 
By Don Milsch 

Tri-Cities Sunrise Rotary Club  
 

On Saturday, September 5
th
, 2009, seventeen adventurous folks met in far away Ljubljana, 

Slovenia, to learn more about the scourge of land mines and unexploded ordinance left over from 

the 1991 to 1995 conflict in the states of the former Yugoslavia.  There were ten official 

Rotarians and seven should be Rotarians. It was an International group:  a Canadian, two 

Malaysians, and  one person from the city-state of Singapore.  Thirteen others were from the 

U.S. We were led on this expedition by Sally Mackle, Vice President, Rotarians for Mine Action, 

and a member of the Seattle 4 Rotary Club.  Several of us on this trip had accompanied Sally to 

Viet Nam and Cambodia to learn about the efforts to eliminate mines in that region of the World. 

 

Monday morning was the 

beginning of our introduction to 

the mine removal effort in the 

Balkans.  We met with the director 

of the International Trust Fund 

who outlined their effort in 

insuring donor funds are allocated 

in a fair and proper way.  We next 

visited the Institute for 

Rehabilitation for the Republic of 

Slovenia.  The Institute serves 

victims of land mines in Bosnia-

Herzegovina, Croatia, and   
Slovenia. The Institute has gained a strong reputation throughout the region for exceptional care 

for trauma patients. They recently treated a young girl from Israel who had suffered loss of her 

leg in a mine explosion. The facilities include manufacturing of prosthetics and education and 

rehabilitation for patients so they can lead a productive life.  They are involved in an electronic 

outreach to hospitals in other countries to educate physicians in the treatment of serious trauma 

cases such as land mine injury. The facility is modern and well equipped.   

 

That afternoon we flew to Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina. Oh, my gosh!  None of us were 

prepared for what we saw on the ride from the airport to our hotel in Sarajevo.  We were 

surrounded by visual reminders of the war.  Many buildings were standing; however, too 

damaged to ever be repaired.  The surreal effect was the fact there are many new modern 

buildings standing next to shell pocked apartments. That evening several of us walked down 

ñSniper Alleyò on our way to Old Town to have dinner attempting to imagine the courage it must 
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have taken for people to venture out to find food and water during the three and a half year siege 

of the town ï I have no possible frame of reference. 

 

Tuesday morning we met with the Director of the Bosnia-Herzegovina Mine Action Center.  We 

were briefed on the technical procedures undertaken to locate, evaluate and eradicate land mines 

in the country. We were given an overview of the known location of mine fields and the progress 

which has been made in the removal of mines.  One of the most encouraging aspects of the 

briefing was the fact that mine casualties have been decreasing:  In 1996 there were 662 victims 

of mines (110 killed).  In 2008 there were 39 (19 killed).  During this twelve year period 41 de-

miners were killed ï it is a very dangerous occupation!  We next visited the headquarters of the 

International Trust Fund and met Director Goran Gacnik.  Goran outlined their roll of providing 

a buffer between the various donors, governments and de-mining contractors.  They provided 

maps of the region showing locations of known mine fields and showed a film demonstrating a 

mechanical mine clearing flail locating a land mine ï with a resulting very large explosion! 

 

He discussed the three main methods of mine detection: human de-miners with metal detectors, 

mechanical flails, and dogs. Dogs are able to cover, by far, the most area and are the most cost 

effective; however, no one method is exclusively used and two methods must be employed to 

insure complete detection.  Later, Goran met us at a mine clearing sight about fifteen miles from 

Sarajevo, near the 1984 Winter Olympics location.  All three mine detection methods were 

demonstrated.  Areas to be cleared by dogs must first be outlined in large ñboxesò or grids by de-

miners.  Then the dog handlers guide the dogs back and forth on three foot wide paths within the 

ñboxesò.  When a dog locates an explosive device it simply sits and waits for a de-miner to check 

it out.  There have been four fatalities of mine dogs. 

 

One of the most sobering events, 

for me, was the tour of ñThe 

Tunnelò.  During the War, the 

entire city was surrounded.  The 

airport was finally designated by 

the United Nations to be 

controlled by the U.N. in order 

to supply Sarajevo with food 

and medical supplies.  On the 

far side of the airport was area 

still controlled by Bosnian-

Herzegovina forces.  A plan was 

devised to dig a tunnel from a 

building in Sarajevo under the   
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airport to a farm house in B-H area.  The desire was to provide food, fuel and armament to the 

city.  The tunnel became the lifeline to the citizens of the city.  It is estimated as many as 500 

people were killed during the construction and operation of the tunnel.  Our guide gave a very 

emotional accounting of life during the siege. She knew we had noticed most people in Sarajevo 

smoked cigarettes; therefore, she said that during the war people would greet each other by 

saying ñI hope you die of Cancerò.  A film was shown of footage taken during the war by news 

correspondents.  It showed people risking their lives to cross ñSniper Allyò to get food for their 

families.   I have not recovered from the effects of this tour and accounting of the war and siege 

of Sarajevo. 

 

On Thursday, we bussed to the Mine Detection Dog Center for South East Europe, Borci-Konjic, 

Bosnia-Herzegovina.  The center is located about half way between Sarajevo and Mostar in a 

beautiful mountainous area.  The original funding for this center was the U.S. Department of 

State.  The Center trains dogs for many additional services beyond mine detection in an effort to 

become self sustaining.  We watched as the dog handlers worked to put the dogs through their 

paces to detect explosives.  The training of a dog takes about six or seven months and the cost of 

the dog itself is $20,000 US.  This was the end of our official land mine tour.  

 

Friday morning we left for Dubrovnik, the pearl of the Adriatic.  Our hotel in Dubrovnik was 

right on the Adriatic Sea and was a great place to recover from Sarajevo.  The water was about 

80 degrees and very easy to float.  The water was very clear, clean and the area is a sailorôs 

dream.  The Old Town of Dubrovnik was everything I had heard and read about it.  We walked 

the top of the wall around the city and toured the city with a very knowledgeable guide.  There 

were, literally, thousands of other tourists even though it was raining in the morning.  During the 

war, many of the roofs of the city were destroyed.  The city had never had a war prior to the 

1991 conflict.  All is repaired now ï shows what tourist dollars will do for you.   

 

I love Rotary.  Rotary International does great things in this world of ours.  The effort to 

eliminate Polio, help with developing clean water, sanitation, educational support, malaria 

control, cataract surgery, and many other quality of life services are all accomplished through 

efforts of Rotarians.  I am proud to be a Rotarian and feel very fortunate to be able to take part in 

the elimination of both Polio and Land Mines. As I have said many times:  I love travel; 

however, travel with a purpose gives it a whole new meaning. Please join a Rotary International 

tour that fits your passion to help a fellow human being ï it will change your life, too. 
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UPDATE: In our last newsletter we told you about Rotarian Tod Wright 

(Burlington Lakeshore Rotary Club) and the dinner he hosted in June 

2008 to raise funds for a mine detection dog (MDD).  The event was so 

successful he was able to also make a huge contribution to the MDD 

funded by Rotarians in District 7080.  Meet the dogs: 

 

  
Agnes Jane is a 2 ½ year old Belgian 

Shepherd born on August 25, 2007. CIDC 

began training on 27
th

 of January, 2009. 

The plan is for her is to work for  

Bosnian Civil Protection. 

Carol is a 2 ½ year old Belgian Shepherd 

born on January 10, 2007. CIDC began 

training on 20th of December, 2008. The 

plan is for  her to work with  CIDC. 

 

Thanks Tod! 

 

 
 

 


